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fiove history. It's full of so many characters.

I have read that for some creators who deal with characters those characters can be very real.
So much so that stories can sometimes seemingly write themselves (to a degree). Stories
literally can unfold on their own and in my case it's not
uncommon for me to just be sitting there during moments
like these with a big silly grin on my face. I'm glad my wife
understands.

Ihnugh cartooning has always been fun | was never quite happy with
the results. | felt | never had a "winner". So | kept going back to the
old drawing board. Typical comic strip story. Nothing profound, really.
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Flnallyr | cut my losses and half heartedly admitted defeat. No
big deal, I just felt | wasn't one of the big boys. Average wasn't
good enough for me. So | started experimenting with animation
again. But there was a problem...

...my characters wouldn't leave me alone. Constantly popping
in and out of my head. Particularly Totso Mugraskinbird. The
bald-headed kid at the top of this essay and at the left of this
paragraph. He's the unofficial main character and my constant
companion. |'ve always thought he looks like a cross between
Charlie Brown and a Koala Bear. But that's just me.
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At any rate, several years later | started thinking about comic strips again so | took stock of everything I'd
done to that point...which was all a non-winner. To say the least. | felt there had to be a way to rework all the
characters and such I'd worked on into something enjoyable. If this was the last hurrah | wanted to make
something halfway decent.

’ got tired of trying to come up with a clever premise or something that's easily recognized that worked so
| decided to think the opposite and get rid of any "premise" altogether. One thought | had was "What part
of comic strips that | see a lot do | hate?" and what came to mind was the part of certain strips where the
characters are aware that they are cartoons and know that they are in a strip. | don't know why | felt this
way, but | did. So | set out to create a strip around this "self aware" idea.

.

From there | started having this feeling that all of my characters had a very recognizable
world in my head. Everyone had a place and a role to play. And it was a big place.
Everyone had room to roam, to grow or to change. It was really flexible and | could go
anywhere with any of it. Which brings me to Monsters, Inc.

Monsters, Inc.?
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Ves, Monsters.Inc.

Most of us have our influences and inspirations and Monsters, Inc.

is one of the biggest for me. | saw that movie three times in the theatre
when it came out and my granddaughter likes watching it with me now

on DVD. It was a huge factor in me continuing what | started with
animation and want to leave comic strips behind. It wasn't working anyway.

At this point | knew that my characters weren't going to leave me alone
and it slowly dawned on me after seeing Monsters, Inc. that the characters
in the movie were living a lot like my characters. On their own. All of a
sudden my characters were holding meetings of their own, having writing
sessions to help me out and producing their own yearly awards show
amongst many other things and | was enjoying the ride. They also tease
me about my cartooning abilities which made me laugh because they were
right.

Iheir world is vast and wide open. There's

other sections of wrobbert cartoons like

Monsters, microscopic characters, abstractions | _Q) D

and much more that | haven't even seen yet. "Bt 0
I'm having a blast looking for things and if N /{‘\

bringing them to your attention. ﬁﬂ“
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Sc: where does wrobbert cartoons stand now?

I've thought about treating it like they're a corporation (wrobbert cartoons, Inc.) but that doesn't seem quite
right. Another possibility is having all this be in Totso's head instead of mine. Oh, well. I'll just keep it the
way it is, for now. It's making me laugh and if it makes me laugh chances are it'll make someone else laugh.
For now I'll just sit back and watch them and lay down some black lines to show you where they are and
what they're doing. My characters have never made me laugh out loud until now. | guess they all had to

gang up on me for that to happen.

| hope you get a laugh, too.

Sincerely,

-wrobbert
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Totso Mugraskinbird part 1 Totso loves where he is but has an unexplained need to roam. He explores
wrobbert cartoons more than any other character. So much so that he has a (sarcastic) chauffeur on call.
He's easy going but intelligent, creative and adventurous with an unusual willingness to be the guinea pig
for Dude's inventions and experiments. Eating weird health food is his favorite hobby.
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This is Totso's first appearance a long time ago. He almost looks like a girl. Watching TV is Rufis, who

was the main character of the strip. Totso was a zany newscaster type on a local cable channel that
Rufis liked to watch.

THIS 15 ToT50 MUGRASKINBURG'S
DICTIONARY CHITCHAT.
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Here's Totso again several months later. Crazy clothes and all. I'm not sure if it was working but it sure
was fun to draw.



At left is how Totso looked after |
ended that strip with Rufis and
decided to give the strip to Totso.
| combined the Rufis and Totso
characters together and tried it
out. | thought it was a step
backwards. Didn't work. Stunk.
You get the picture.

And here are some recent Totsos. Cute kid.

Above is him reworked into another Totso strip
because even though my strip ideas were terrible |
felt Totso had potential. He was fun to draw. These
three drawings show the progression of him from
that strip. Not too too bad but not there yet. Like |
said, he was fun which made me move forward.
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Tami-Lin

Tami-Lin's driving need is to organize and lead. She's also nurturing and sensitive with a strong sense of
right and wrong. She loves starting tiny businesses and teaching Monster Kindergarten to monsters of all
ages and levels of intelligence.

B LS
ELSE AT BOWLING.. PROBBLY.

Tami-Lin is a very recent character. These bowling drawings are her first appearance.
My wife is the inspiration for her. Pure fun.

This is a strip from 2009. | love this drawing. | have this on a T-shirt and other products on one of them
internet stores that sell products but | think the prices are too high so I'm reluctant to make them available.
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Dude

Although this free spirited creative and observant poetic kid is constanly inventing things he's also insecure
about his health and doesn't like to venture too far from home. He's also the voice of wrobbert cartoons radio.

Dude is also a recent character. Here's his progression. A tad inconsistent in the drawing but his essence
is there.

GOOD DAY. YOU HAVE REACHED
THE HUMBLE ABODE OF DUDE.
AT THE CLICK NOISE PLEASE
LEAVE YOUR MESSAGE.

These are recent. He loves
to wear different hats.
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Skiteh

Skitch is the grammatically challenged door cleaning gentle giant. He knows he's a monster but wants to
be human. Monsters, Inc. is his favorite movie.

I'm a little undecided on Skitch. | love the character

but I'm not sure how big he should be (minimum of

six feet) and how much fur. What about a family? | have
other versions of him in my sketchbooks and | like them
all. wrobbert cartoons is really flexible so | could probably
use some of the other versions as cousins or something.
| do know this: | love drawing these monsters.

Hi, SKITCH,
sleE. I'D
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